
“My Charity of Choice”

by Maribeth MacDonald, Partners Hospice Development Staff

Every donor has a reason 
for giving to Partners 
Hospice, a motive for 
choosing the programs 
they support, and a basis 
for contributing to us 
over the long-term. Our 
donors respect what they 
see. They are committed 
to our mission. Micki Gold 
is one of those donors.

Micki Gold believes it is 
important to give back. 
She has supported  
Partners Hospice over 
the years since the 
agency played a key role during a most difficult time 
in her life, dealing with her sister Cynthia’s cancer. 
The hospice staff helped her and her family endure 
Cynthia’s illness and death.

“When my sister told me that the cancer was back, 
it was so hard to comprehend. I thought, ‘What is 
happening? How could this happen again?’  There 
were so many emotions I felt at once that I couldn’t 
make any logic out of it. The Partners Hospice staff 
came in and helped me to make sense out of the 
chaos. They were like a rock.”

Micki’s sister, Cynthia Karlinsky, passed away in 2004 at the age of 57 after a long 
battle with cancer. Because of Partners Hospice, Cynthia was able to die in the 
comfort of her own home, surrounded by family and friends. Micki remembers 
that the hospice staff fostered a sense of serenity for a family devastated by loss. 

“The staff not only took care of my sister but they took care of all of us, the entire 
family. Hospice helped us say goodbye. They helped us to carry on. Partners Hospice 
gave me and my family a sense of hope. They were angels, and that is why Partners 
Hospice is my charity of choice.”  n
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Micki Gold, grateful donor

Partners Hospice is a subsidiary of 
Partners Home Care and a member 
of Partners HealthCare, founded by 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital and 
Massachusetts General Hospital.

“The staff not only 

took care of my 

sister but they took 

care of all of us, the 

entire family.”

– Micki Gold
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重新思考癌症：「营养」与「治病」
Sticky Note
重新思考癌症：「营养」与「治病」
2012年诺贝尔医学奖_卫生.医疗.健康战略合作:
Contact: www.oncotherapy.us/120.pdf
医院、疗养院、康复院、养老院、
医师、药师、营养师
转化医学医师/营养师科学家培训养成计划
美国肿瘤治疗系统生物医学集团
细胞修复生医工程研究集团
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From the Desk of Danielle Degnan

Danielle Degnan

E x c e l l e n c e    •    S e r v i c e    •    P e o p l e    •    I n n o v a t i o n    •    C o l l a b o r a t i o n

Mission
Our commitment is to deliver compassionate home health care and community based services to enhance 

the quality of life for those we serve.

Dear Friends,

A new President for the United States, a new year, a renewed sense of hope. Despite the economic 
crisis affecting us, our human spirit prevails. I see it every day in the courage of our patients, 
families and caregivers as they embrace, cherish and memorialize the final phase of life.

Our cover story features a donor, Micki Gold, who supports Partners Hospice because of the 
care staff provided to her sister, Cynthia Karlinsky. I am proud of the staff who help patients  
and their families cope each and every day in such difficult circumstances.

Our commitment to Micki’s sister and her family is the same one we strive to provide to all of  
our patients and families – to deliver compassionate and high quality care no matter the 
weather, the economic environment or the complexity of the situation. Integral to meeting our  

commitment are the individuals, businesses, and foundations that choose to invest their charitable dollars in our organization so 
that we are able to meet our patients’ needs. 

I thank all of our donors, who contributed more than $284,000 in 2008, including those listed in our Annual Donor Honor Roll. 
On behalf of everyone at Partners Hospice, I say thank you and recognize the following milestones made possible with your support:

•  The volunteers on the Tee-Off for Partners Home Care Committee included Partners Hospice as a beneficiary of this fifteen-
year-old event and contributed $50,000 towards the Hospice mission; and

•  Nine organizations made grants totaling $139,885 toward critical programs such as the organization wide technology upgrade, 
the Home Health Aide Training & Education Project and to support education programs for both clinicians and the community 
to better serve end-of-life patients and their families.

Thank you for your interest in and support of the work of Partners Hospice. These truly are challenging times, but no matter the 
economic environment, I am assured that our caregivers, staff, volunteers and donors will continue to give life to our mission.

Danielle L. Degnan
Vice President of Development

Partners Hospice Is Proud to Be Part of this Growing Family of Services
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Ruth Wyman and Nan St. Goar at the Tea.

October 2 – Dr. Joanne Nowak, Medical Direc-
tor, Partners Hospice, and Marie Trottier, whose 
husband Allan Macurdy passed away in June, 
were the featured speakers at a Tea for the 
Hospice hosted by Nan St. Goar at her Brookline 
home on October 2. Nan, featured in the cover 
story of the recent Highlights newsletter,  
has been a longtime donor and advocate for 
Hospice.

Thirty guests at the Tea including staff from Part-
ners Hospice, Sue Dobbie, Patient Care Man-
ager, Karen Evans, Staff Educator, and Becky 

Tea attendees listening to Dr. Joanne Nowak and Marie 
Trottier’s story.

October 29 & 30 –  

Dr. Joanne Nowak 
presented three 
workshops at the 
2008 New England 
Hospice & Pallia-
tive Care Educa-
tion Conference. 
Dr. Nowak is a 
Board Member of 
the New England 
Hospice & Pallia-

tive Care Federation of Massachusetts. Karen 
Evans, BSN, RN, CLNC, Manager of Education 
and Quality, and Janice Graves, RN, CHPN, 
Clinical Project Specialist, also presented work-
shops. The two-day conference was attended 
by over 750 people, making it the largest con-
ference to date. Eighteen Partners Hospice 
employees were also able to attend this impor-
tant conference as their registration fees were 
graciously paid for by the Ruth Landers Glass 
Education Fund for Partners Hospice.  n

3

Hospice in the community

Wendler, Volunteer Coordinator, were captivated 
by Dr. Nowak and Marie as they shared their 
story of working together in a hospital setting 
to achieve the end-of-life goals Allan had set for 
himself. Marie praised Dr. Nowak and the Hos-
pice staff for making a positive impact on their 
lives.

As a result of the Tea, many donors in attendance 
offered support for Partners Hospice. Marie also 
agreed to have her and Allan’s story videotaped 
so that others can hear about their incredible 
journey.  n
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Program News

Bereavement Support Program

The Bereavement Program 
at Partners Hospice is  
designed to help people 
cope with the feelings that 
may follow a loss and to 
provide support through  
this period. 

Services Offered to the 
Grieving Include:

Mailings

We provide educational and  
supportive information 
about coping with loss, 
along with invitations to our 
bereavement services and 
events. 

Individual Counseling

We offer bereavement counseling sessions with pro-
fessional staff or a specially trained volunteer. These 
private sessions can be held in the home, at our 
Waltham office, or over the phone. 

Support Groups

Our educational seminars and support groups pro-
vide a safe place to talk about personal experiences 
and help people learn to cope with their feelings. All 
groups are facilitated by licensed professionals. 

Special Programs

We hold workshops throughout the year on special 
topics, such as “Navigating Your New Life,” and “Coping 
with the Holidays.”

Memorial Services

Once a year, a Service of Remembrance is held for 
families. This non-religious ceremony is a time to 
remember loved ones and offers the chance to grieve 
your loss with others.  

What You Should Know . . .

Bereavement services are open to individuals of all 
ages and backgrounds who have experienced the loss 
of a child, spouse, parent, or other family member or 
friend.

All bereavement services are free of charge as part of 
the hospice benefit. Services are provided for up to 13 
months following the loss of an adult and up to three 
years following the loss a child. 

Other Resources . . .

The Bereavement Program provides many free resources 
including informational tools such as brochures, books, 
and ”grief bags”. Support from our donors helps to 
make all of this possible.

To learn more about our Bereavement Program 
and services, please call 781-894-1100.  n

Save the Dates: LIVE BUTTERFLY RELEASE

Celebrating the lives of cherished family and friends

Please save the dates for the 2nd Annual Live Butterfly Release events. 
You and members of the community will be invited to attend and release 
a butterfly in memory or honor of someone special. Proceeds from the  
events will benefit patient care services and the Bereavement Program.

Choose from two event dates and locations and attend in person or have  
your butterfly released for you.

June 4, 2009    n  5:30 pm 

The Bradley Estate, 2468 Washington Street (Rte. 138), Canton   n www.bradleyestate.org

June 11, 2009    n  5:30 pm 

The Lyman Estate, 185 Lyman Street, Waltham   n www.lymanestate.org

In April, look for an invitation in the mail, check out our website at www.partnershospice.org/butterfly or contact 
Joanne Bailey Hanna at 781-290-4072 or jhanna3@partners.org to register to attend or enroll a name for a butterfly.



On Thursday, September 11, more than 90 friends, 
family and caregivers joined together at the Robert 
Treat Paine Estate in Waltham to remember patients 
and loved ones who died in the last year. Many  
Hospice staff and volunteers participated in the 

service by reading 
prayers, poems or  
offering their reflec-
tions. The program 
included an invocation  
from Reverend Karen 
Doolittle, music per-
formed by Margot 
Chamberlain, a poem 
by Ann Canter and 
readings from Rachelle 
LaMaster and Beth 
Damsky. Children who 
attended participated 
in a special children’s 
memorial activity.

Coordinated by 
Rachelle LaMaster, 
Manager of Bereave-
ment Services, the 
Service of Remem-
brance offers friends 

and families an opportunity to share their grief and 
also celebrate the memories of their loved ones.  n  
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Service of Remembrance

Family and friends were encouraged to bring pictures of loved ones to 
display at the ceremony.

Hospice events

Joseph C. Alvarez
Dr. Martin Arthur
Richard Ashley
Beresford Atkins
Miriam (May) Avakian
Rick Barter
Dr. Martin Arthur Bashoff
Roy Beaton
Judith A. Beninati
David J. Borrelli, MD
Dr. James Boyd, Jr.
Walter Brady
Michelle F. Brids
Lawrence “Larry” Bullard
Anthony Calabrese
Karl Canter
Michael Donato Caira
Sheung-Chor Chan
Elvira Chase
Muriel B. Churchill
John M. Cohen
Linda Kirk Cohen
Mary A. Comeau
Charles F. Connell
Warren S. Cook
Florence DiLorenzo
Donald Duncan
Coliscia Marie Elwin
Stephen Enochs
Bernadette R. Ewing
Edna Farell
Marguerite J. Feuer
Walter Firicano
Richard A. Fuller 
Domenico Gallinelli
Ann Spencer Gates
Janet Ghiloni
Ruth Landers Glass
Elizabeth Golden
Allan W. Greaves
Barbara Greenburg

Mary M. Griffin 
Gad Hakerem
Joseph J. Higgins
Randy Horrocks
Joseph Jenard
Joan Keenan
Frances LaPusata
Katherine B. Leahy
Walter Lind
Dr. Rodney Liversage
Steve Mazzarella
Lucy Floyd McClymont
Joseph McGrail
Catherine Mele
Elaine Mezzanotte
John Morse
Terence Murray
John B. Musetti
Denise Parkham
George M. Ray
John F. Robinson
Marlene J. Rothman
Hector Sanchez
Henry Sandler
Harry Sarkisian
Charles Savage
Lester E. Savage, Jr.
Paul F. Sexton
Pearl Shulman
Ronaldo G. Sicotte
William P. Simone
Martha B. Spencer
Monique C. Supré
Sean W. Sweeney 
Michael T. Szymczak
Clorinda Temple
Angelo Michael Vacca
Kenneth J. Wentworth
Barbara S. Wey
Robert L. Wheaton
Frank Wyman

In Memory

The following loved ones were acknowledged 
during the service.

And I will light a 

candle for you. 

To shatter all the 

darkness and bless 

the times we knew. 

. . . Oh, today I light 

a candle for you.

From “Light a Candle”  

by Paul Alexander, 

read at the Service of 

Remembrance
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Philanthropy Update

Spring is Here!  Think about golfing

P r ese   n t ed   by

To Benefit   •  Partners Home Care & Partners Hospice

June 24, 2009  •  Pinehills Golf Club  •  Plymouth, MA

s av e  t he   dat e

Co–Chairs

Roger Boucher
Bank of America

Joe Carrabes
Jennison Associates, LLC

Mike Manning
Partners HealthCare

Members

Chris Attaya
Partners Home Care

Maura Callahan
Partners HealthCare

John Connolly
State Street Corporation

Beverly Gottlieb
Gottlieb and Associates

2 0 0 9  Tee   - Off    C o mm  i t t ee

John Grady
Athena Capital, LLC 

Tom Janes
Lincolnshire Management, Inc.

Charlie O’Connor
Fidelity Investments

Jon Stevens
Cocard

The    f u t u r e  o f  h o me   he  a lt h c a r e  i s  i n  yo u r  g r i p

Peter Stevens
JP Morgan

David Storto
Partners Continuing Care

Staff
Danielle Degnan
Partners Home Care 
and Partners Hospice

The annual Tee-Off is the largest single fundraiser for 
Partners Home Care and Partners Hospice. Event proceeds 
are crucial to our mission to deliver compassionate home 
health and hospice care services to enhance the quality  
of life for those we serve, regardless of their insurance 
status or ability to pay.

In this time of economic uncertainty for patients and their 
families, support of the Tee-Off is critical now more than 
ever so that Partners Home Care and Partners Hospice 
can meet their needs. 

If you are interested in learning more about sponsorship 
opportunities, participating on the Tee-Off committee or 
playing golf on a summer day, please contact Keturah 
Sawyer, Director of Events, at 781-290-4021, or 
ksawyer@partners.org.

For more information: www.partnershomecare.org/golf
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Partners Hospice would like to thank the friends and family members who generously contributed gifts in honor, 
in memory or in lieu of flowers of someone special in their lives. This list reflects tribute and in lieu of flowers gifts 
made between July 25 and December 31, 2008. 

Tribute Gifts

In Memory of

Susan A. Abusch
Sidney W. Adler
Eleanor Ameral
Manuel Andrade
Richard J. Ashley
Beresford Atkins
David P. Bachelder
Steven Baker
Helen Barrett
J. Edward Barry
Richard A. Barter
Louise Bastarache
James Bejoian
Judith Beninati
Frank C. Benner
Charles Bergeron
Irwin Blum
Barbara Bonnett
S. L. Boudreau
Dorothy L. Bracken
Arthur J. Brewster
Robert Brown
Dorothy Brown-Jones
James B. Bruce
Lawrence Bullard
Michael Donato Caira
German Campos-Garcia
Lorraine Canova
John A. Cappello
Ralph Cardarelli, Sr.
Samuel B. Carr
Patricia E. Carusone
Angelo Colasante
James Comeau
Rosa Contreras
Warren S. Cook
Mary Cormier
Joan Crocker
Tisy Cunniff
Katherine J. Daley
Maureen DeCoste
Florence DeGregorio
Mary Devine
Louis DiBacco
Gertrude DiMarzio
Concetta DiMeglio

Joseph Dion
Ann R. Doherty
Vincent Domenichello
Eugene Donnelly
Mary Donovan
Linda Dorfman
Irving Douglas
Grace M. Duggan
Marion Edmunds
Gladys Enfield
Nell Eurich Lazarus
Bernadette R. Ewing
Mary E. Favara
John C. Fay
Marguerite B. Feuer
James P. Finn
Robert O. Finnigan
Joanne Fitzpatrick
Jill Forman Starr
Arnold Frank
Domenico Gallinelli
Richard J. Gardiner
Alice Garside
Lou V. Gilmore
Ruth L. Glass
Evelyn Gray
Barbara Greenberg
Richard Gregoire
Mary Griffin
Louis Grunner
Gad Hakerem
Jeremiah P. Hanafin
Robert Hartigan
Mildred Hunt
Ludovina Interrante
Springer, Ismay
Donald E. Johnson
Joseph Johnson
Robert E. Johnson
Verona T. Jordan
Joan Keenan
Michael Kemler
Shukri F. Khuri
Nina Kilroy
Gerald E. Kochansky
Josephine LaConte
Marc LaFlamme
Kathy Le Fave

Katherine B. Leahy
Rowland LeCain
Erick Lilienfeld
John F. MacDonald
Margaret L. MacInnes
Su C. MacLaughlin
John Maclean
Mary A. Marini
Albert Martellucci
Evelyn T. McCaffrey
Joseph McGrady
Gerry McKeen
Philip Melnick
Angeliki Menounos
Felix Miceli
Joan Monahan
Alice Moniz
Albert J. Mortilluci
Gerard Moynihan
David B. Muenkel
Anne E. Murphy
Kathleen Murphy
Terence Murray
Kay Nashawaty
Robert B. Nelson
Marino Noris
Mildred O’Connor
Judith Oshman
Rosemarie Palladino
Denise Parham
Edith Pazzanita
Darleen Peddle
Ferdinand Pede
Eril Peterson
Daniel A. Petitpas
Lorna Phillips
Beverly Pond
Ethyl Potter
Jean Powers
Marco Quintanilla
Olga Riska
John F. Robinson
Lois J. Rossi
Mary Rossi
Allen Rudolph
Abbey G. Sachs
Hector Sanchez
Lester E. Savage

Paul Sexton
Shaugnessy Family
John J. Shield
Marilyn A. Shor
Ronaldo G. Sicotte
Chrisea A. Simons
Arnold J. Smith
Martha B. Spencer
Robert Stascavage
Marie Steenbruggen
Robert Stewart
Avis Stiller
William Stuart
Marjorie Stuber
William M. Sullivan
Carmella Terrasi
Marjorie S. Thorne
A. Michael Vacca
Mary Walsh
William H. Welch
Leslie F. Wetherell
Evelyn Whittemore
Franklin Wyman
Qikun Zhang

In Honor of

Linda Brennan
John Buehler
Mary E. Caira
Belen Carrillo-Rivas
Ernest DiMarzio
Carol Gaudet
Samuel L. Glass
C. R. Goldberg
Eddie Mac
Karen A. Plona
Niki Pugach
Charles Ryber
Henry Stempien
Rex Trailer

We have made every effort to 
be inclusive and accurate and 
respect requests for anonymity.  
However, if you have questions,  
corrections or would like to 
amend the listing of a name, 
please contact Melinda Forstey 
at 781-290-4094.   n
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www.partnershospice.org

281 Winter Street 
Suite 200 
Waltham, MA 02451

281 Winter Street 
Suite 200 
Waltham, MA 02451 
781-894-1100

Hospice Highlights 
is published by the  
Development Department 
781-290-4094

Partners Hospice is a 501(c)(3)  
non-profit organization. Please 
write to the Partners Hospice 
Development Office if you do  
not wish to receive future direct 
mail publications and requests  
in support of our work.

Save the Date

Co ur ageo us Voices of H o me Care   H ospice

To Benefit

Thursday Evening    November 5, 2009

Boston Harbor Hotel    Wharf Room - 70 Rowes Wharf, Boston, MA

Dinner Committee*		

Angela Menino 
Honorary Chairwoman
Sandy Baker

Annabelle Bierbaum

David Condon, Esq. 
Louison, Costello, Condon & Pfaff, LLP
Micki Gold

Mary Joyce, RN 
Massachusetts General Hospital
Doug Louison 
Louison, Costello, Condon & Pfaff, LLP

Kathy Markell

Marianna O’Brien

Patti Salamone 
Partners HealthCare
Tony Swartz-Lloyd

Ted Tobin 
K.S.S. Realty Partners, Inc.
Marie Trottier 
Harvard University

Inaugural Celebration of Hope Dinner

*Confirmed to date


